Ability Awareness: No Voice

This activity is perfect if you need to teach a classroom about students who are non-verbal. 

Dialogue:

Hi everyone! I am ____________. I am a teacher at your school but do you know what room I teach in? I teach in Room _____. I teach students who learn a little differently than you. In my classroom I have boys and girls, some that can talk with their mouth and some who can not, and I have _____, ______, and ______ graders! Have you ever seen my students around campus? (Insert discussion topics here that coincide with students at your school).

Well today I want to talk to you guys about communication. What is communication? Communication means connecting with people, some people use their mouth to talk, some use sign language with their hands, and some students use pictures to point to to tell people what they want. 

Today we are going to turn off our voices (use your hand to mime turning down the volume on your neck) and you are going to try to communicate to me. 

First, I want you to tell me that you are cold. 

(Students will hug themselves or show shivering) Encourage them verbally.

Next, show me that you’re hungry.

(Students will hold their stomach or pretend to eat).

And now show me that your friend took your ball and you want it back. 

(Usually one student will be angry and pretend to hit a student) It can be really hard to communicate without using your words and sometimes you can get so mad you might scream or hit, but is that what we do to our friends? No! If a friend hits us do we hit them back? Of course not! 

So we are going to start buddy class soon and I want you to remember that we are all different and we may not ALL use our words to communicate. But do we treat each other differently because we communicate differently? Of course not! 

I need you guys to be my special helpers! I want you guys to be a good friend to everyone! Be patient, be kind, and be a good friend! :) 

